K2CH - LEEDS JR, CLARENCE WILLIAM, 96 - February 11, 1909 - August 26, 2005.
Clarence William Leeds, Jr. died peacefully on the morning of August 26, 2005 in
Burlington, VT. Born in Atlantic City on February 11, 1909, he was a descendant of
English settlers who landed in Burlington NJ in the 17th Century.
He was predeceased in 1991 by Ida Elizabeth Savell Leeds, whom he married on
September 1, 1929, in what is now the Good Shepherd United Methodist Church in
Northfield. A resident of Pleasantville for 96 years, he traveled all over the world and
communicated by radio with people everywhere for nine decades.
He is survived by a sister, Marie Leeds Kuemmerle; a son, Clarence William Leeds, III; a
daughter, Judith Marie Leeds Kernell; five grandchildren: William David Leeds, Robert
William Kernell, Gregory Taylor Leeds, Charles Lee Kernell, Gwendolyn Mallery Leeds;
nine great-grandchildren: Margaret Emily Leeds, Bethany Leigh Kernell, Andrew
Walpole Leeds, Matthew William Leeds, Hannah Rose Osborne, Zachary Taylor Leeds,
Diana Leigh Kernell, Heidi Lucinda Leeds, Hillary Stewart Leeds; and special loving
friend, Alice Haug.
A quiet, private person, he was, ironically, a pioneer in global communication: worldwide
short -wave radio pioneer; early long-distance board professional for New Jersey Bell
Telephone; World War II "scrambler" of highly guarded "musa" telephone conversations
from President Roosevelt to General Eisenhower for D-day operations and for President
Truman, who was in Europe when he was called upon to make atomic weaponry
decisions. Clarence William Leeds, Jr. was a life-long learner, violinist, concert master,
baseball captain, golfer, gardener, and person whose private spirituality as an amateur
scientist transcended man-made religious institutions. His quest was that of a person
engaged in study for the pleasure of learning, who was open to believing more than he
could understand. He believed that science and technology can create conditions for
progress of civilization and for personal fulfillment but cannot by themselves be
completely fulfilling. The joyous journey of his life showed that there is a part of us that
longs for contact with whatever force is the source of the mystery and beauty of the
universe. His philosophy: "Live today as though you were to die tomorrow. Learn today
as though you were to live forever. Leave the woodpile a little higher than you found it."
Exemplar of that philosophy, he continues to inspire those whose lives he touched.
(Published in The Press of Atlantic City on 9/1/2005)
Clarence was an active ham for more than 80 years, ex-3CJJ. He lived in Pleasantville,
NJ.
Active from the very beginning, he built his station and was on the air as often as he
could find the time, and enough batteries. This notation from the May 1925 QST
Southern New Jersey report said a lot about his abilities, "3CJJ has a consistent range of
1000 miles. This was quite an accomplishment for a ham in 1925, especially for a boy of
16-years.”

Clarence was boyhood friends with Bill Savell, W2LS and now a SK. Bill took Clarence
to his home one day and there Clarence met Bill's sister, Ida. They later married. Their
families were always very close, often taking trips and vacations together, and always
contacting each other in between via ham radio, and always by CW.
Their last QSO was in finger to hand CW, just before W2LS passed away spring 2004.
They both became interested in Ham Radio when one of them built a crystal set and
heard a nearby ham talking on 160-meters. They looked him up. It turned out to be their
Sunday School teacher Paul Hamilton, and the rest was history. – K2TQN

