Early Atlantic City, NJ Ham Radio History
Early ham newsletters and
magazines are a wonderful way to
collect and
learn about
early
Amateur
Radio
history. The
following
excerpts are
from Radio
News, a
ham club
newsletter
Jerome Haas,
dated
3RQ, circa 1915.
September
3, 1915 from Atlantic City, New
Jersey. I was very lucky to come
across this early document.

The cover of Radio News from the Atlantic City 1915 Ham club.
The sketch shows the Tuckerton Radio Station, built by Germany
before World War I.

RADIO NEWS
Published the first and third Friday of each month.
Offices at 2011 Atlantic Ave and 145 St. Charles Place.
Jerome Haas, Editor, Earl Godfrey, Associate Editor.
Advertising rates upon request.

Local Amateur News
Mr. Neveling has purchased a DeForest audion and is having remarkable results.
Mr. Doughty’s aerial has fell down several times recently but is up again. He has also
burned out his transformer.
Mr. Albertson has erected his aerial again at his home in Pleasantville and will be ready
for business soon.

3IF and NJ will be back at 145 St Charles Place after the fifteenth of September.
Mr. Seymore’s station, 3IT, is hampered by having the front of the aerial only 8 feet
above the roof. CS was afraid the pole would fall in the street and someone mistake it for
slivers.
Mr. Cook has established a station at Little Beach. They will use a 3- inch coil.
Everybody listen for CM.
Do not use linoleum on the floor of your station if you do much transmitting. Messers
Jeffreys and Haas were badly shocked recently on account of the ground wire making
circuit thru the linoleum.
In all probably the Pier station [the Million-Dollar Pier on the Boardwalk] will be closed
after the first of October. Here’s hoping old man Neptune leaves it there for next summer.
In later issues there are updates on stations, news of a 350-foot aerial at Haas’ station, and
listing of new hams and members. It appears that there were about 26 members by
January 1916. It is also rich with hand drawn schematics of various stations and new
designs for antennas. And on the last page of every issue there are advertisements for
slide tuners, galena crystals for detectors and large slinky-type antennas. These
enterprising teenagers made almost everything themselves.
Jerome Haas went on to Drexel Institute [now Drexel University] and into an
Engineering career. I found his photo in a 1920 issue of The Radio Amateur, a small
magazine from the Midwest. At the time he was Technical Editor. He was resigning to
become a married man.

HOW I STARTED IN WIRELESS
By J. Hass (September 3, 1915)
I have been interested in wireless since 1908 and from that year on, I purchased Modern
Electrics and read many articles in it that interested me. Yet, I did not care to install a set.
I knew of no amateurs in this city. [Atlantic City, New Jersey] In 1910 during a short
visit to Newport, R.I., I saw the government station and determined to put up a station of
my own. While the Marconi station was on the air I became acquainted with Mr.
Lessenco and by watching him send press in the evening I learned the code. I bought a
cheap set in Philadelphia in the fall of 1912. The only stations I could hear were AX and
a few ships. I improved my set rapidly after that. At first I had only 2 wires 50 ft. long.
Mr. Lessenco gave me a letter of introduction to Mr. Jeffries and in March 1913 I joined
the Association. After that I put up two spiral aerials and made a 4 slide-tuning coil.
During the summers of 1914 and 1915 I worked in the station of the Jeffries Young
Antenna Co., on the pier, which gave me some experience. In January 1915 I took the
examination at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and was given 3RQ for a call letter.

This about finishes my story with the exception that I have planned for a fine receiving
set this Fall and intend to install a high power
station at the Drexel Institute in Philadelphia,
for which we have asked for a special license.

Conclusion
If anyone has more information on Jerome
Haas or any other early southern New Jersey
hams, I would be interested in hearing from
you. Check out my Web Page for some
additional Atlantic City, NJ area history at
www.k2tqn.com
–K2TQN
An advertisement fromRadio News.

